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The inferno: A National Guard nelicopter flies past the burning Branch Davidian cult
compound on Monday —AFP

86 die 1n ‘mass suicide’

WACO, Texas. Tues. (AFP)
EIGHTY-SIX people were be-
lieved dead after a fast-moving
fire reduced a religious cult’s
compound to ashes. ending a
3l-day stand-off vesterday in
what otficials suspect was a
fiery mass suicide.

Messianic cult leader David
Koresh and 85 followers. in-
cluding eight teenagers and 17
children under age 10. were
believed to have died in the fire
that authorities believe was set
in a death pact by cult mem- when, like other cult members.
bers. The fire burst out about £ | sihc refused to be rescued from
four hours after Federal Bureau  Kgresh...death in defiance  the burning complex.

Af Tnvectioanian (FRI aoentg - — - Koresh had warned the FBI

he heard cult- members dis-
cussing starung the fire. “He
heard others say, ‘the fire’s
been lit. The fire’s been lit,”
said Ricks. Cult members were
seen lighting tires, including
one man wearing a gas mask
and black clothing who threw
something into the compound.
where a fireball erupted shortly
after. agents said.

. Ricks said a federal agent
dragged a woman in - tlames
away from the compound

S 0382 40 (quie ) AnS) o 55 Cany (5 AY) 4l (as . Al e 1.
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